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Maryland Alliance for
Racial Equity in Education

(May 8, 2020) — Today, the Maryland Alliance for Racial Equity in Education (MAREE)
released the following statement on Governor Hogan’s decision to veto HB1300, The Blueprint
for Maryland’s Future:

“Governor Hogan's veto threatens Maryland’s ability to meet the needs of our students, families
and educators who are facing unprecedented hardships due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and it
Jjeopardizes Maryland’s economic recovery. Most of all, the burden will fall hardest on
Maryland’s students of color who were already given the least resources and opportunities.

“This spring, the Maryland General Assembly had the courage to pass the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future and committed to ending unjust educational inequities and providing every
student a world class education. The truth is nearly half of Maryland’s Black and Latino students
attend school in one of the three most underfunded districts in the state, and they have less
access to experienced teachers, advanced courses, and other critical resources than their white
peers. These inequities have no doubt led to Maryland’s longstanding inequities in academic
outcomes. COVID-19 — which has disproportionately affected communities of color — threatens
to make the already existing gaps worse.

“We need the resources, policies and accountability in the Blueprint now more than ever if
Maryland is going to emerge from this crisis a stronger and more just state. Now is not the time
for Maryland to turn its back on its most vulnerable and underserved students. We urge the
members of the Maryland General Assembly to override Governor Hogan's veto.”
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